MAKING WORDS SPARKLE
Sara Craft

How to make words
sparkle –method used

What we did in our Foundation Unit

About this project
William Booth Primary School has a
deprivation Indicator of 0.37. A growing
number of our children are entering school
with limited vocabulary and language skills.
Last academic year only 17% of the three
year olds entering our Nursery class were
age related for speaking. In order to
improve not only the reading and writing
skills of our children but also their life
chances and attainment across the
curriculum, we are committed to closing the
word gap for all children across the school.
This project forms a foundation of work that
we are doing as a school on vocabulary
development.

We made words ‘Sparkle’ We put vocabulary development at
the heart of all learning with all staff committed to ‘Shooting for
the SSTARS’(see image to the right)- enabling children to learn
and remember words through high quality book talk sessions
and to remember them, absorbing the words into their own
vocabulary. An essential element in the success of this has
been the final stage- ‘Say it Again’ as we have found that
revisiting of the word is the key factor in embedding it in a
child's memory. Each class from nursery to Year 1 have a
Sparkly word tree from which they revisit words each day in a
fun and interactive way (see photo below).
In addition we have been focussing on developing vocab
through every conversation and interaction by being constantly
conscious of the words we are using when talking to the
children.

Nursey Children using their new
sparkly words
Mrs Crabs Mrs Crabs Come see!
Come see my skyscraper. Its
Super tall!

Research used and what
this Research says
’Language opens doors. It unlocks the world of reading
and imagination, the excitement of writing, the capacity
to explore new subjects and releases our potential to
learn and grow as individuals’ (Jane Harley, OUP,
2018)
Beimiller, A,( 2011) estimates that if a child is in the
lowest 20% in vocabulary knowledge at age 5, and you
want them to move to an average level within 3 years,
they would have to learn 20 new words a day.

‘

Sparkly Word tree
Calm – that’s why
you have to stay
still and then you
are calm

Gap Task example sheet

Spreading Sparkle across the
School

Staff meetings delivered to share
the key messages, The SSTARS
and SEEC method (Key Stage 2) of
introducing vocab was shared along
with the importance of closing the
word gap for our children.

Impact

Gap task set- staff measured the
impact of this method of teaching
vocab by focusing on a small group
of children in their class. They asked
for the meanings of words before
and after teaching and embedding
new vocab using the SSTARS or
SEEC methods (see table above)

SEEC
Select
Explore
Explain
Consolidate

Observations of shared reading carried
out across the school to evaluate the
impact of the CPD delivered

80% of the children evaluated for the
gap tasks had improved knowledge
of the meaning of the words after
staff had employed the SSTARS or
SEEC method of teaching vocab.
Observations showed that staff are
confident about the teaching of
vocabulary and that it is a daily
feature in whole class reading
sessions and a focus of
conversations and interactions
across school.
Children can be heard using more
ambitious vocabulary from our
nursery class up to year 6 (see
photos above).
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